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NEWS: JANUARY 2009
For 2009 we are launching 2 new initiatives:

CDA SURGERIES 

E-mailed with this newsletter is information about our programme of surgeries running throughout 2009 with some of the most engaging, prominent and inspiring leaders in the UK Circus Arts world who have kindly donated their time to this project.

The surgeries are a unique opportunity to spend time with these experts on their chosen specialist subject. The CDA hopes that the surgeries will be a chance for people to have those rare inspirational conversations with someone who can help you make a leap in your endeavours. Most surgeries will be conducted by phone, though Skype, messenger, e-mail and even face to face meetings could be arranged if suitable.

We anticipate that the surgeries will be busy so sign up soon by e-mailing info@circusarts.org.uk telling us which surgery you would like to be part of, your name, phone number, preferred method of communication and any other relevant information about yourself. The surgeries are a chance for individuals to gain information, inspiration and to learn from others experience, they are not a promotion opportunity for particular projects. The summary of the surgeries can also be found on our website.
CDA Journalist Training

This month our first trainee journalist will accompany our volunteer journalist John Ellingsworth to a showing of Les Sept Planches de la Ruse as part of the London International Mime Festival.
After the show John and the trainee will spend time discussing their thoughts about the show and how to frame these in a review. A report on this initiative will be included in the next CDA newsletter.

Thanks to the Barbican and to the London International Mime Festival for supporting this scheme by donating tickets.
Advertising on our website

Our website has up to 250,000 visits a month and is viewed internationally by a range of people interested in the Circus Arts. Advertising on the site is simple with a sliding scale for the most viewed and most relevant pages. To find out more please e-mail info@circusarts.org.uk .

THE CDA ARTISTS DIRECTORY

Performers who are listed in our online directory at www.circusarts.org.uk/directory/performers have told us that they do get enquiries that lead to work. You are in charge of creating and editing your own listing so you can make sure that the information is relevant and up-to-date. Due to our high traffic, our site lists highly with search engines so visit the website to create your own profile and get work directed straight to you.
CDA IN 2009

The CDA will be attending a range of events throughout 2009 to include:

· The YPPT Youth Circus Event, London

· Fira Tarrega, Spain

· The Decibel Performing Arts Showcase, Manchester

· The Bristol Do
ABOUT THE CIRCUS DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
The CDA is the development agency for UK Circus.  It represents both Classical and Contemporary circus.  CDA activities include:

· setting up and delivering circus development projects
· advocacy for UK Circus

· research and publications

· signposting opportunities 

· coordinating and bringing together circus artists, companies and relevant agencies
· The YPPT Youth Circus Event
Our central belief is that by bringing together the individuals and organisations that represent British Circus, and then by working together we can make it better.  

DEVELOPING THE CIRCUS DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

In order to make the Circus Development Agency truly affective we are interested in your ideas about what you think we need to do to make UK circus meet its potential.  Please send your ideas to info@circusarts.org.uk
GENERAL NEWS
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Arts in the urban space: contemporary creation as a tool - new publication from Circostrada Network 

Circostrada Network has just published a collective work called “Arts in the urban space: contemporary creation as a tool”. This publication is a series of academic contributions on the street arts, and is available in both French and English.

The publication aims to engage in deeper reflection on the effects of artistic intervention in public spaces. We asked European scholars of various fields to analyze, from the perspective of their own domain, the impact that artists’ presence has on the public space. What does it mean for society to see the arts moving into a space that was not originally conceived for them? What role can the street arts play in making adjustments on our cities or improving the framework of our lives? Should we beware of the possible exploitation of artistic creation towards political ends?
This publication is proof of the depth of issues brought out by artistic intervention in the public space in Europe. It also shows the level of interest in diversifying viewpoints and theoretical approaches with regards to the sector of contemporary creation. This publication can be downloaded for free in French and in English
SKYLIGHT FILM
Someone’s Gone and made A Film About Skylight Circus…
And you can see it on YouTube http://uk.youtube.com/watch?v=HpH1Tx_kfzc.

The film was supported and funded by Let’s Go Global, a community TV company based in Old Trafford with support from Digital Creator and City Learning Centre in North Manchester. It features students from Falinge Park High School, Skylight members and professional circus artists. Its only 5 minutes long so give it a gander and leave a comment to let us know what you think!
Equity Variety Research Project

Equity is seeking the views of members working in variety and live entertainment on the challenges they are facing. This is your oppportunity to contribute to this research which will help the union explore the situation in the sector and put together a strategy to deliver a fair deal for members.

Many Equity members working in these areas have been telling us that they have suffered a reduction in work in recent times, especially with a number of traditional venues such as pubs and clubs closing down. 
Visit www.equity.org.uk/article.aspx?id=97 to fill in this on-line survey

Equity Dancers Insurance
All members of Equity get insurance including accident, backstage and public liability included in their membership. Additionally, an insurance scheme for dancers and choreographers giving access to specialist scans and consultants in the case of injury is available for relevant circus performers too. To find out more visit www.equity.org.uk 
PERFORMANCES/EVENTS
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SHOWZAM – BLACKPOOL 13-22 FEB 09
Simply put, Showzam is a captivating festival for all, which is truly unique to Blackpool. Bringing together the skills, talents and theatrical expertise of world famous performers from circus, magic and new variety Showzam ‘09 is ten days packed full of enticing entertainment, sensational new shows, wonderful wizarding workshops and much, much more!  For all the info, visit www.showzam.co.uk
CIRCUS OF WONDERS
Fri 13 Feb to Sun 22 Feb at Showzam Central 
Circus of Wonders is a unique and imaginative journey of discovery through circus and sideshows that will appeal to all - from the entertainment enthusiast to the circus historian. Antique and modern costumes, props, photos and pictures will be on display provided by national circus families and from the national fairground archive. Booths will tell the history of circus alongside a full size model of the unusual past performer, the tatooed Omi. Five restored and working sideshows will premiere during Circus of Wonders desmonstrating the popular themes used by showmen to titillate and excite the public in 1950s and 1960s amusement parks, seaside resorts and travelling fairs. The Headless Lady, The Mummy, The Girl in the Goldfish Bowl, Electra and The Living Half Lady, including a display of photographs showing them in operation, will be included. The Mummy has not been seen since going into storage in the late 1950s. On the Saturday and Sundays of the festival, these sideshows will be presented as live working shows, not just display exhibits. Circus of Wonders, curated by Professor Vanessa Toulmin, Jon Marshall from Magic Carpet and Mark Copeland of the Insect Circus, will have you captivated and enthralled as it takes you on a unique journey through the world of circus and sideshows.
STRICTLY COME LAUGHING WITH MOOKY
Sat 14 Feb – Sun 22 Feb 14.00 at Blackpool Tower Circus 
A show to please all of the family with Blackpool Tower Circus’s own incredible clown Mooky and the Endresz family. Special appearances from Guiness World Record holder and yo-yo genius Arron Sparks, and from France and the Netherlands the amazing aerial act from Polinde. The Endresz family are the resident circus family in Blackpool Tower, and are sixth generation circus. Laci, father of Mooky, runs circus shows worldwide and presents an award at Monte Carlo’s annual circus festival each year. Tickets prices include entry to Blackpool Tower. Children go free on Saturday 14 February as part of Blackpool Loves You.
HEAT THE STREETS 
Sat 21 Feb 16.00 - 20.30 at Blackpool Town Centre
Enter a magical world of light, heat and steam as a bigger and better Heat the Streets returns. Artists and street theatre transform the town centre with fire, sound and interaction. Watch the magical parade at 4pm, before fire and light transforms the streets as darkness falls at 5pm. Follow the Heat the Streets map and find performers creating new worlds and experiences in unexpected places, building to the fiery and steam filled finale in Central Car Park at 8pm. 
Heat the Streets is brought to you by Walk the Plank and Dark Spark including artists Richard Wilson (Turning the Place Over), Mark Anderson, Helen Ingham and Ansuman Biswas (toured with Björk and played with Oasis).
Heat the Streets maps will be available from January as a downlaod from the site and from the Showzam Information Booth in Showzam Central.
VARIETY LIVE 
Thurs 19 Feb – Sat 21 Feb 19.30 (14.00 matinee on Sat) at Blackpool Grand Theatre
Variety Live at the Grand features sensational Speciality Acts brought to you direct from Las Vegas! The world class line-up includes Jeff Hobson and his unique brand of comedy laced with a touch of magic; from the Cirque du Soleil the artistry and athleticism of Wolfgang on the German Wheel; the incredible Mazeppa Cossacks from the Ukraine; the endearing physical comedy of Rob Torres; the international award-winning Vaudevillian Charlie Frye & Co.; new singing star Ben Stone; and the ‘man with the fastest hands on earth’ and one of the greatest entertainers currently appearing in Las Vegas, Wally Eastwood. Variety Live at the Grand is a fabulous show for the whole family and a rare opportunity to enjoy so many world class Las Vegas performers in one show!
MISS BEHAVE’S VARIETY NIGHTY 
Sat 14 and Sun 15 Feb 19.30 at Blackpool Grand Theatre
It’s saucy, Its sassy…But always classy! Get ready for a laugh filled evening with some of the top variety and speciality acts from around the globe. Direct from a sell out season in London’s Roundhouse with her own "Variety Nighty" and starring in world smash hit “La Clique” Miss Behave, the outrageous Mistress of Ceremonies, is bringing a bunch of her extraordinary friends to The Blackpool Grand this Valentines weekend. “a colourful, old-style variety night with an edge as sharp as the blades Miss Behave swallows” the stage. Starring: Miss Behave, the last surviving female swordswallower in the world,  Ursula Martinez world famous hanky panky striptease,  Direct from Montreal, the supple, sexy, skilful aerial of Bret Pfister,  From Australia the Amazing Marawa and her hula hoops, The music hall hip hop stylings of award winning comedienne Ida Barr, Musical genius sex symbol and legend Earl Okin Outrageous comedy ballroom dancers Couple No. 69, Stickleback Plasticus, The Virtuoustic skill of Jon Hicks and his Brushes, Dublins beautiful and enigmatic Lady Carol and her stunning voice, Clown and juggler extraordinaire Alex Dandridge.
CIRCUS AT THE LONDON INTERNATIONAL MIME FESTIVAL:
COLLECTIF PETIT TRAVERS : LE PETIT TRAVERS
Purcell Room, Southbank Centre Sat 10 to Tue 13 Jan  £13.50 
‘Collectif Petit Travers gloriously explode circus stereotypes, providing an hour of acutely observed character play executed entirely through performances in juggling, trapeze and dance. An astonishing achievement.’
Total Theatre (Le Parti Prise des Choses at LIMF08) 'A heartwarming night in the theatre.’ Le Dauphine (Avignon Festival)  Following its success at LIMF08, French new circus/juggling ensemble, Collectif Petit Travers, returns to the Southbank Centre with another UK debut show. Nicolas Mathis and Denis Fargeton are two highly-strung musicians living in a basement room. Trying to get along together is proving tough, tensions are rising and so is the water pressure…
CIRCUS KLEZMER 
Purcell Room, Southbank Centre Sat 17 to Wed 21 Jan £13.50 
‘Full of humour, poetry and virtuosity. Don’t miss it!’ El Periodico  The guests are assembled, the band is ready, there’s food and drink galore. A nice Jewish village wedding, somewhere in Eastern Europe, but it’s all going wrong as the rings are mislaid and the arguments start. Circus Klezmer conjures up the bustling, noisy world of Emir Kusturica’s Time of the Gypsies and Chagall’s dreamlike paintings in this rollicking, circus-theatre entertainment. It’s good-humoured, warm and atmospheric with a gallery of outrageous characters and irresistible live klezmer music. Never cried at a wedding? You will at this one!
LES APOSTROPHES FRANCE : L'Ecume de l'Air 
Barbican, The Pit Tue 20 to Sat 27 Jan £12 
'A sensational concert piece for juggler and double bass.' Midi Libre, France. 
Creating an exquisite harmony of objects, space and music these two performers explore the intriguing relationship between sound and movement. It will engulf and enchant you. Martin Schwietzke is from Germany and a founder member of  Les Apostrophés, a French-based company of circus-inspired artists. Tunisian-born Michel Bismut has played and recorded with many leading French and Spanish musicians. 
COMPAGNIE UN LOUP POUR L’HOMME FRANCE :Appris Par Corps 
Clore Studio Upstairs,  Royal Opera House Sat 24 to Sun 25 Jan £13.50 (£10 concs) 
‘Virtuoso acrobatics serving a powerful artistic vision. Totally compelling’. Telerama
Two young men explore their relationship through the language of acrobatics. There’s tenderness and violence, attraction, loneliness and fear. The company’s name plays with an ancient Roman proverb, ‘man is a wolf to man’, always preying on one another yet complicit and dependent. This powerful duet goes straight to the heart of the matter as it explores a web of complex emotions.
AURELIEN BORY’S :LES SEPT PLANCHES DE LA RUSE  
Barbican  Wed 14 to Sat 17 Jan  7.45pm £10, £12, £16, £21, £26 
‘An amazing range of emotions come to life in this giant tangram’. Les Inrockuptibles
Aurélien Bory’s acclaimed trilogy for Compagnie 111, IJK, Plan B and More or Less Infinity,  have all explored space and kinetics, using ingenious set design and circus arts. In this spectacular, dreamlike new work he goes one step further, proving that geometry is capable of producing exquisite visual poetry that speaks across cultures and generations. Les Sept Planches de la Ruse is based on an ancient Chinese game, Tangram, a mind-bender in which a set of seven different geometric shapes can be manipulated in almost infinite possible combinations. On stage these giant, interlocking forms are seamlessly assembled and manoeuvred with incredible agility, strength and cunning by a team of fourteen artists from Dalian, China. They evoke abstract landscapes, terrifying ravines and sky-high city towers; they conjure monochrome urban images from Fritz Lang films or themes from Kafka; they are vivid metaphors for human experience. As the performers climb, balance, vanish into voids and new images evolve, the play of scale and form contrasting men and objects is stunning and dramatic. Astonishing to see.
MATHURIN BOLZE + HEDI THABET : ALI 
ICA Theatre Thu 15 Jan 8pm £10 (£8 concs) 
‘They touch the public’s heart with laughter and emotion’. La Presse. France 
Mathurin Bolze and Hedi Thabet both trained as circus artists from a very young age. Humorous and touching, their unique performance at the festival celebrates friendship and the power of creativity.  Ali runs just thirty minutes – perhaps the most inspiring half hour you will spend in the theatre this year. It’s dynamic acrobatics feature a memorable creation with two heads, four arms and three legs amongst many images that will stay with you a long time.

CIRQUE DU SOLEIL - QUIDAM 
Jan 4 to Feb 8 2009 3pm and 7.45pm at London Royal Albert Hall : Box Office: 020 7070 4430
For details about the rest of the tour, visit www.cirquedusoleil.com
Quidam: a nameless passer-by, a solitary figure lingering on a street corner, a person rushing past. It could be anyone, anybody. Someone coming, going, living in our anonymous society. A member of the crowd, one of the silent majority. The one who cries out, sings and dreams within us all. This is the "quidam" that Cirque du Soleil is celebrating. A young girl fumes; she has already seen everything there is to see, and her world has lost all meaning. Her anger shatters her little world, and she finds herself in the universe of Quidam. She is joined by a joyful companion as well as another character, more mysterious, who will attempt to seduce her with the marvelous, the unsettling, and the terrifying. 
THE INTERNATIONAL CIRCUS ARTS FAIR (Salon Mondial du Cirque)
3-5 April 2009 Paris, Porte de Versailles, Hall 6
The only international Circus Arts fair dedicated to its professionals and its public. 
The International Circus Arts Fair did not exist before, it had to be invented, and here it is. The 2008 edition attracted 8000 visitors and brought together 98 exhibitors, assembling over three days a certain number of significant actors from the circus world. The 1st day exhibitors took a chance on the risks and perils of a first edition, as proved by their presence at this new event at the Porte de Versailles. This allowed us to test the idea of a Circus Arts Fair, and to measure the public’s and professionals’ expectations. 
The International Circus Arts Fair’s course is found in the very definition of the term «fair», a demonstration place for the existing and the novelty: coming from four corners of the world, the family circuses,  artists,  companies, the  cultural representatives of states and regions, the cities, schools, circus accessory & tent manufacturers, institutional, social and professional organizations, non-profit and charitable organizations. They will present their creations, their initiatives, innovations, structuring elements, in their respective professional sectors, which contribute to the development and to the promotion of the Circus Arts.
www.salonmondialducirque.com
THE HONK PROJECT: TO HAVE AND TO HONK
In The Honk Project’s brand new show, To Have and to Honk, four musicians are on their way to a wedding. But, in true Honk form, the journey doesn’t quite go according to plan…
With their special blend of amiable chaos and hilarious physical theatre, The Honk Project will have you laughing until you cry, even as you thrill to the musical delights on offer.  Come along for an hour, laugh and listen, and enjoy a unique and honkingly good show – a joy for audiences of all ages.
Suitable for EVERYONE, from 5 years and upwards!
www.jacksonslane.org.uk
Jackson’s Lane, London N6 5AA 020 8341 4421

4-7 Feb 2009, 8pm Matinee 7 Feb, 2pm
Tickets £12.50/£10.50 (Children £5.95)

Special offer on 4 Feb! - 2 for 1 tickets
www.hackneyempire.co.uk
Hackney Empire Studio, London E8 1EJ 020 8985 2424
13-14 Feb 2009, 8pm

Tickets £12.50/£10.50

www.southwarkplayhouse.co.uk
Southwark Playhouse, London SE1 2TF 020 7407 0234

22 Feb 2009, 8pm

Tickets £10 (no concessions)

www.stratfordcircus.com
 as part of The Saturday Club, a cabaret night at Stratford Circus on 21 February 2009 
Les 7 Doigts de la Main – Traces, The peacock theatre, London
Tues 3rd February – Sat 14th March
A runaway hit at the Edinburgh Festival last year, Traces now comes to London for the very first time!

This young, astonishingly talented French-Canadian company have pioneered a whole new brand of circus. Packed with infectious energy and vibrant urban flavour, this unique theatre experience is set to a top-notch soundtrack and looks set to be a hot ticket in 2009. – Box Office -  0844 412 4322 online booking - www.sadlerswells.com  
“So thrilling, it will surely make an entire generation run away and join the circus.” The Guardian
TRAINING AND WORKSHOPS
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Nofit State Circus Workshops at the Annexe, Cardiff

Acrobatics, Acrobalance and Tumbling  With Marcelo De Ramos

Dates: 17th & 18th Jan 09, Times: 10-5pm both days, Cost £60 NFSC members £30

 Actor, stuntman, acrobat, martial arts expert in Kung Fu and Capoeira, Marcelo trained at the Brazilian National Circus in Rio de Janeiro were he became a professional circus performer and fully qualified acrobatic coach. Marcelo is also a fully qualified club coach in England with British Gymnastics. Marcelo will be teaching acrobatic, acrobalance and tumbling techniques.
Creative Aerial with Helen Crocker

Dates 7th & 8th Feb 09, Times 10-5pm both days, Cost £60/ £30 NFSC Members

A chance for aerialists who are wanting to create their own routines to experiment with style, character, presentation and form in a safe environment. Bring you technical routines to the workshop for a makeover and leave with a concept and direction for an aerial performance piece.
Juggling and manipulation with the legendary Sean Gandini

Dates 21st & 22nd March 09, Times 10am -5pm both days, Cost £60/30 NFSC Members

Sean Gandini is widely considered one of the world's most adventurous jugglers. 
 Fuelled by a belief that juggling is an exciting living art form, he teaches, writes and choreographs juggling all over the globe. For the last decade with his partner Kati Yla-Hokkala they have run Gandini Juggling, a constantly changing group of virtuoso jugglers, considered by circus connoisseurs to be the crème de la crème of dextrous creativity. He has performed in over 2000 shows, these range from cabarets at Buckingham Palace to street shows in Africa, from Circuses in Sweden to Art Galleries in Brazil, from tennis matches in Dubai to football stadiums in Paris. Sean is currently a regular faculty teacher at both of the UK's Circus Schools, The Circus Space and Circomedia, as well as holding a series of yearly masterclasses in various countries.  Sean will work with jugglers of all ages and skill levels to investigate how to be creative with object manipulation.
CLOWN THROUGH MASK COURSE 

London, April 2009
An intensive, month-long training that combines Native American and European clowning traditions through the making and wearing of 6 masks. 

'By far the most productive, supportive and informative route into clown that I have so far encountered - I look upon the red nose with fresh eyes.' Participant, LIMF 2007

For more information, visit www.shamstheatre.org.uk
Adult Bungee Dance Intensive Workshops with Vicki McManus Hangleton Community Centre, Hove
SATURDAY 31 JANUARY  2009   12-3PM   £20 
SATURDAY 21 MARCH     2009   12-3PM   £20 
Participants need to have some aerial circus experience before attending the course.  We will be using floor based bungees with the fixing point attached to the back of the harness that allows you to 'slide' from hip to hip.  The workshop will only have 8 participants in order to ensure that everyone gets at least two turns on the equipment.  Vicki  is a trained dancer, actress and aerial performer, who has worked in all forms of circus theatre.  Participants will have one on one tuition where Vicki will help you to develop your own personal style on the bungees, encouraging you to extend your aerial vocabulary and work with music.
Please contact ian@bandbazi.co.uk or call 07805 451530 for more information and a booking form. www.bandbazi.co.uk         mail@bandbazi.co.uk  
TOLD BY AN IDIOT WORKSHOPS
Two intensive workshops led by Told by an Idiot Co-Artistic Director, Paul Hunter and Associate ‘Idiot’ Stephen Harper
BIGGER THAN LIFE: The role of the performer in the theatre of Told by an Idiot
Mon 12 - Wed 14 January 2009
I THINK I’M GOING TO BURST: Exploring the spirit of Commedia dell’Arte
Saturday 10 – Sun 11 January 2009
Venue: Toynbee Studios, 28 Commercial Street, London E1 6AB
The exploration of the work will use mostly performance related exercises although both workshops will also be of interest to directors and designers who are genuinely interested in collaborative theatre.

020 7407 4123 email info@toldbyanidiot.org  www.toldbyanidiot.org
MICK BARNFATHER: CLOWN & COMEDY COURSE
Mick Barnfather (Complicite) is giving a course in Clown and Comedy from 3rd-7th August 2009. For all details: www.mickbarnfather.com 
12-WEEK CIRCUS COURSE:  GREENTOP CIRCUS CENTRE 

Mon 21st Jan - Mon 14th April
Greentop Circus Centre, Sheffield 0114 244 8828 

A 12 week course covering acrobatics, aerial, manipulation, equilibristic, performance, clowning, dance and movement. Students have the opportunity to specialise in subjects of their choice. Course finishes with performances on 11 & 12 April. www.greentop.org
 

THE WHY NOT INSTITUTE: HOW TO BE A STUPID
How to Be a Stupid or The Clown’s Intelligence is an intensive, challenging journey into the state of clowning with master clown Angela de Castro

London International Mime Festival: 8 - 18 Jan 2009

How to Be a Stupid Summer Clown School: 8 June - 19 July 2009 (details tbc] Glasgow

020 7739 8363
whynotinstitute@aol.com
www.thewhynotinstitute.com 
Course of physical theatre and dramatic corporeal mime of professional level

MOVEO training and creation centre: Barcelona
Winter Intensive Course, February 9th-13th 2009, 20 hours
"To Make Visible the Invisible"

The dramatic corporeal mime gives the actor the tools to promote their expression and broaden the range of their acting possibilities. Thanks to the study of corporeal mime, the body of the actor is denaturalized to be able to express the invisible, their thought, and their feelings, to represent more than the actor themselves.

The course will develop from of the following questions:
How to show physically that which can not be seen?
How to show the trace of thought, its path, and the intensity of emotion, using the human body as the only resource?
How does the body come off marked by remembrance, by memory?
The objectives of the course are:
- to promote the technical possibilities of the actor
- to go deep into the work of physical acting based on the dramatic corporeal mime of Etienne Decroux 

The teachers of this course, designed by MOVEO for dance and theatre professionals, will focus on the study of methods and body resources that allow the actor to put their body at the service of their imagination.
Teachers: Stephane Levy, Olivier Decriaud, Valentina Temussi, Oscar Valsecchi
When: February 9th-13th 2009, Monday-Friday 10h-14h
160 euros (discount for members of any actors or dancers association)

Where: MOVEO - training and creation centre, Calle Llull 48, atico 2ª, 08005 Barcelona Spain

Contact details: Tel: 0034 93 300 25 08, Emails: info@escuelademimo.com / info@moveoteatro.com
Webs: www.escuelademimo.com / www.moveoteatro.com
OPPORTUNITIES
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THE OXFORD SAMUEL BECKETT THEATRE TRUST AWARD 2010

This year the award is changing. For the past three years we have selected a show to be performed in the Barbican’s Pit Theatre. However, this year we will be awarding the prize to a company or individual to create a site-responsive / non-traditional performance space show to take place in one of the 5 host boroughs for the Olympic  and Paralympic Games that will be part of the Create Festival in East London during July 2010.

We’re looking for a proposal that is inspired by, and takes place in a non-theatre space. Artists from all disciplines are encouraged to apply. We’re open to your ideas for both free or ticketed performances. We welcome ideas that range from a one-off event to a durational piece that lasts the whole month.

We would hope that applications are for making a performance piece in areas that would be commonly found in any urban conurbation: a town square, a shopping centre, a busy street, an office, a house, an industrial site, a waterway, a virtual world, library etc. 

Bold and innovative projects will be favoured.

For further information visit www.osbttrust.com

Accidental Festival 2009, Roundhouse, London

22nd – 24th May 2009
The Accidental Festival 2009 is a living, breathing, ever-evolving catalyst for inspiration, collaboration and communication. Diversity, eccentricity, intimacy and exchange collide to form the flesh of the festival.

A cross-section of art forms is strengthened by a sturdy skeleton of celebration and social interaction. 

Through its veins runs a growing network of artists, performers and audience. At its heart is performance. 

Curated by Performance Arts students from The Central School of Speech and Drama, The Accidental Festival ‘s theme this year is ‘connection’ as the festival aims to create a network of artists interested in connecting with their audiences and exploring collaboration across disciplines. The curators are interested in finding acts from within the Circus and Physical theatre community.

The festival cannot offer payment, however, this is an exciting opportunity not only to perform at The Roundhouse and to get your work seen, but also to meet and connect with other artists, performers and industry professionals. Please apply online at www.accidentalfestival.com , the deadline for submissions in 16th March 2009.

ARTSDEPOT INVITE SUBMISSIONS FOR depot untapped 2009

Week commencing 27 April 2009
A festival of experimental and contemporary theatre performance, live art, debate, workshops and master classes.
artsdepot is a modern, multi art form venue in north London, offering a varied and challenging programme to audiences from across the capital. Each year, our depot untapped festival celebrates new work emerging from outside London and brings it to artsdepot to offer companies a wider platform to both audiences and the industry.

Depot Untapped returns in April 2009 with even more to offer than previous years. In addition to the Depot Untapped platform for emerging regional talent, the new depot tapped in programme will provide an opportunity for more established practitioners and London-based artists to showcase their work at the festival. 

Depot Untapped 2009 will feature the three following strands (you can submit your work to more than one category if you wish):
Emerging regional talent:
depot untapped showcase for emerging, contemporary theatre talent from the UK and Ireland regions in the 148 seat capacity Studio Theatre
Performances in public spaces:
Contemporary theatre/live art works to be performed in artsdepot's public spaces or art gallery 
Established contemporary theatre/live art productions:
Productions by established contemporary theatre artists or live art practitioners that can be programmed in the Pentland Theatre (395 capacity) or Studio Theatre (148 seat capacity). 

Please download the relevant information pack and submit all entries no later than 12 noon on Friday 30 January 2009 www.artsdepot.co.uk
For more information about depot untapped please contact Tom Wilton on 0208 369 5452 or email depotuntapped@artsdepot.co.uk
STARTISSIMO 2009: VARIETY SHOW AND CIRCUS FESTIVAL : DRESDEN
Curtain call for 'Startissimo 2009' – the 7th International Variety Show and Circus Festival in Dresden looks forward to welcoming young worldclass artists

From 23rd to 26th April, Dresden will host 'Startissimo 2009', the 7th International Variety Show and Circus Festival. Because of a reorientation of the festival, greater media exposure and a new venue at the exhibition centre Messe Dresden, this year's festival will run under the new title 'Startissimo' for the first time. Festival patron is Dresden's Mayor Helma Orosz.

The 7th International Variety Show and Circus Festival will provide a stage for variety show and circus artistes and ensembles from all over the world to present their work and compete in two main categories with fellow international artists. The 'Young Newcomer' competition will be held on 23rd April 2009, and the 'Young Professionals' competition for the 'Goldene Rathausmann' trophy on 24th April 2009 respectively. One of the highlights of 'Startissimo 2009' will be a big TV gala on 26th April 2009 which will be broadcast live through the regional MDR network.

The 7th International Variety Show and Circus Festival Dresden is open to artists and ensembles from all over the world. The application documents can be downloaded from the festival website www.startissimo.de or requested by writing to festival@startissimo.de. Application deadline is 15th January 2009, and the competition participants will be nominated on 15th February 2009.

www.startissimo.de
RADIO PROGRAMME SEEKS WELSH SPEAKING FIRE EATER 
As part of research into an idea for a Welsh language radio programme, Siwan Haf at Cwmni Da is looking for a fire eater/ performer who can speak Welsh. Get in contact with Siwan on 01248 671167 or siwan.haf@cwmnida.tv     cwmnida.tv
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
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REHEARSAL DIRECTOR & PERFORMERS FOR MOTIONHOUSE DANCE THEATRE
Motionhouse Dance Theatre is seeking courageous, athletic performers and a Rehearsal Director.
PERFORMERS
You will be creating and touring a major mid-scale production as well as taking our short festival pieces to street arts festivals throughout the UK and beyond. Work starts on 6 April 2009 and we are looking for a commitment until at least June 2010. We are looking for mature and experienced dancers (minimum age 21) with a versatile skills base and preferably some experience in acrobatic, circus or physical theatre work.
It would be useful to have some teaching experience and a clean driving licence is essential – non-drivers will be considered only in exceptional circumstances.
An open audition for performers takes place in Leamington Spa on Saturday 7 February with a second audition on Sunday 8 February for those selected. 
REHEARSAL DIRECTOR
Motionhouse Dance Theatre seeks a Rehearsal Director to teach company class and rehearse the company’s performance work throughout production and touring periods. Contract to commence in April 2009 and we are looking for a commitment until at least summer 2010.
Interviews for the Rehearsal Director will be held on Friday 6 February in Leamington Spa.
You can download the packs by clicking on the links below: 
http://www.motionhouse.co.uk/documents/ScatteredPerformersAuditionInfo.pdf 

http://www.motionhouse.co.uk/documents/AuditionRegistrationForm_000.doc
http://www.motionhouse.co.uk/documents/MotionhouseRDInfo.pdf
Gemma at admin@motionhouse.co.uk  01926 887052.
Both vacancies are subject to a CRB enhanced disclosure check
THE ARCHES GLASGOW: PROJECT MANAGER
The Arches in Glasgow is an internationally renowned cultural venue and hosts some of the UK’s most acclaimed events.  As the lead partner for a groundbreaking developmental 4-year Physical Theatre, Circus and Street Arts sector project, the Arches is seeking to appoint a Project Manager to work with the project’s Artistic Director in planning and implementing this nationally significant project.
This project, supported by Legacy Trust UK, will develop the street arts, circus and physical theatre sectors in Scotland, and develop a sustainable creative response to the 2012 Olympic Games. The project will engage people of all ages, from all areas of society, who may not otherwise participate in cultural activities. 
For the duration of this exciting 4-year venture, the post holder will work with an Artistic Director in planning and implementing this nationally significant endeavour.
Deadline for applications: Noon Friday 30th January, 2009
Interviews will be held 10th February, 2009 
For a detailed job description and to apply please visit:
www.thearches.co.uk
CIRQUE DU SOLEIL : Technical Positions 

Cirque du Soleil are holding a Red Curtain event taking place in London on February 3rd, 2009. You can register for this event by visiting www.cirquedusoleil.com/redcurtain to apply directly and sending your résumé. After registering, you will receive an e-mail confirming your attendance and giving you all the time and location details you may require. 

At the event, you will have the opportunity to meet several recruiters and managers, have a drink and a quick bite with the employees, learn more about Cirque du Soleil and its many career opportunities, take a look backstage, and even get the chance to request a job interview! 

The Red Curtain event in London will focus on the following technical specialties: 

Automation, Rigging, Lighting, Special effects, Sound, Carpenter, Props, Project/Production Management

H2OH! ENTERTAINMENT
H2oh! Entertainment are looking to expand their selection of professional circus and variety performers in Leeds, Manchester, Liverpool, Edinburgh, and surrounding areas.
07515 064150
info@h2ohentertainment.com
www.h2ohonline.com
OPPORTUNITIES TO WORK WITH DRAGONE 
Dragone is creating a touring show for Europe beyond imagination !!

Here’s your chance to land a leading role in this original and utterly beguiling spectacle as we are looking for:

Head Technicians (Lighting, Rigging, Audio, SFX)

Technicians

Stage Managers/ Asst. Stage Managers

Production Staff

Administration/Human Resources and much more…

(Touring experience/ability to tour required )

Please send your cover letter and CV to: kathy.baker@dragone.be
Visit our website at www.dragone.be for company profile.

We Dream. We Do. What about you????
   
SUBMISSIONS TO THE MONTHLY CDA NEWSLETTER:

If you would like to send in information to be included in the next CDA newsletter please 
send info by the 3rd of each month to:  Emma Taylor: emma@circusarts.org.uk
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