MA in Creative Producing at Birkbeck

in association with

Theatre Royal Stratford East 

This new programme prepares students for professional roles as producers in a wide variety of theatre and live performance events including outdoor performance and street arts.  It is designed to appeal to a diverse range of potential students, and to reflect that diversity in content, teaching and assessment. It works in close association with the well-established Birkbeck MFA in Theatre Directing.    

This MA is practice-centred and practice-based.  It is firmly rooted in the realities of the role of the professional producer and in its blend of personal taste and judgement, practical skills, creative team working, and problem solving.  Planned in consultation with a range of industry professionals, it is structured around three key areas - 

· the producer’s key skills and competencies - presentation and pitching, money (raising, budgeting and managing); contracts, rights, legislation; negotiation; etc. 

· the producer and people - working with creative teams; working with artists; relating to / involving audiences and communities; etc. 

· the creative producer - developing taste, awareness and judgement; exercising reflection and self-knowledge; ‘professional development’; etc.

Special Features include the extensive direct input of professional practitioners, establishment of mentoring relationships between students and committed professional practitioners, and industrial secondment opportunities.  

Entry Requirements are flexible.  We take a broad view of previous experience, education and training.  We expect you to have some previous experience of theatre or live performance in its widest sense (e.g., events, music, outdoor performance, street arts, festivals, etc, etc.).   In addition you should have 
· an appreciable amount (normally three years) of directly relevant professional or professional-level work-experience; OR

· a good honours degree from a UK university (or a directly comparable qualification from a non-UK university); OR

· an undergraduate - or postgraduate-level diploma from a recognised UK drama school (or a directly comparable qualification from a non-UK drama school).

The programme runs for one year full-time or two years half-time.  It starts in early September and runs through until end May of the following year, with a final presentation at the end of that September.  Small-group practical workshops, presentations, discussions, classes, and seminars are held in Stratford East and Bloomsbury.  Your work is assessed through a combination of practical exercises and presentations and pitches, supported by portfolios and/or written work. Assessors include experienced industry professionals.

Initial closing date for applications: 14th May 2008.  For application forms and further details please email Rob Swain at r.swain@english.bbk.ac.uk or Andrew McKinnon at a.mckinnon@english.bbk.ac.uk or visit our website at www.bbk.ac.uk/eh/programmes
